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ALL SOULS NEWS –November 2022 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

1330 Gotham St. 

Watertown, NY 13601 

  

 

 

 

315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org 

allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com 

 www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M. 

“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you” 
 

Snow! 
 In the event we need to cancel a service because of the weather, a notice will be 

posted on the opening page of our website www.allsoulsuu.org.   However, some 

people would like to also be called on the phone. Rather than trying to call absolutely 
everyone, we are putting together a list of just those who prefer to be notified by phone. If that’s 
you, then either reply to this newsletter or call 315-921-1162. 
 
 
November 6 – Robert South: “Tyranny of the Future.”  In Les Miserable, Victor Hugo spoke of 
how revolutions are an assertion of the rights of the present generation independent of obligation 
to the past or the future.    What are our obligations to tradition and posterity? 
 
November 13 – Rev. David Weissbard returns for another service. 
 
November 20 – Kelly Sackheim: Theme, Family and Change 
 
November 27 – Rebecca Car: Theme, Immigration 

 

Everyone 

loves a 

good 

story. 

http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
mailto:allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
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Children’s Programming 
Now that we are back in the building, the children's program is in the process of being 

revived by the Religious Education Committee, but currently it's bare bones.  Kim Davis and a 
volunteer will be ready to supervise children during services each Sunday while lesson plans are 
being developed by the RE Committee.  This will be basically supervised and slightly guided play 
with paper and crayons and toys.  To prove the program, we need more volunteers.  Policy 
requires that child care volunteers must undergo some training and sign a form and get a 
background check, so we are hoping to put together a training event after church on November 
20th.  Keep an eye on the weekly post for more information.  
 
 

Discussion Hour 
Returns! 

Discussion Hour is Back 
This will be an open meeting in the informal lounge every Sunday between 9:30 and 
10:15.  People drop in whenever they get there and drop out when they need more coffee. 
--The first Sunday of every month will be "Unitarian Universalism."  If there are newcomers, this will 
be introductory level, and old hands are welcome to come help educate.  If there are no 
newcomers, we can talk about the current events in the denomination generally.  
--The second Sunday of every month will be a "common read" discussion.  If there is no "common 
read" currently being discussed we'll just talk about what we've read lately.  
--The remaining Sundays will be free ranging discussions on a variety of topics.   Usually there's a 
video and then a prompt based discussion about it.  
 
(Here's a calendar of topics that can be included if there is room) 

 
November 6th Unitarian Universalism 

November 13th Book Talk 
November 20th Comparative Religion 

November 27th Reparations 
December 4th Unitarian Universalism 

December 11th  Book Talk    
December 18th Bad Government 

January 8th Bloodlands 
January 15th Nuclear War 

January 22nd Climate Change 
January 29th Ukraine 

February 5th Unitarian Universalism 
February 12th Bloodlands 

February 19th Factory Farms 
February 26th Flying Saucers 

March 5th Unitarian Universalism 
March 12th Book Talk 

March 19th Spirits 
March 26th Business Practices 
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From the President’s Desk 
Heather Winn 
Can you believe it’s almost November?! Fall is my favorite time of the 
year. With the change of the seasons in the north country comes the 
beautiful scenery of red, orange, and yellows of the changing leaves. 
With the changing of the leaves also comes a change in weather. We 
have had quite a bit of wind and rain recently and it has highlighted 
the issues with our roof in the RE wing and also with the clerestory 
windows. The board is working to remedy these issues and we are actively soliciting bids 
for these repairs. If you have the contact information for a good roofer please pass it along. 
In order to get us through the winter and protect our recent construction we have had the 
skylights in the RE wing and also a few other trouble spots sealed and we have a 
guarantee for a period of one year.  
On another, much happier note, the repair work on the inside of our building is now 
complete! The board is all very excited about this, We have hired a cleaning company to 
come in and give the building a good deep clean to get rid of the post construction dust that 
covers everything. It looks like we are well on our way to our new normal. As a way of 
celebrating the return to regular in person services and regaining the use of our building we 
are planning to once again have our  Friendsgiving dinner this year so please sign up. 
 

 

Transition Consultant News 
Those members of the congregation who were not in the in-person 
discussion groups after the service on September 25 should have 
subsequently received the questions  created by our Transition Consultant, 
Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt.  That mail also included an addressed stamped 
envelope.   It's very important that you return this to All Souls at your 
earliest convenience.  If you have any questions, please contact Eleanor, 
Harriet,Sarah or Frances.  (Also, let us know if you did not receive this mail 
but would like to respond and we will send it to you.) 
Thanks! 

 
 

Collector 
Warren Allen  

 

 During the Covid and Flood Eras, when we did not meet 

physically,  then no two other people were verifying our 

receipt of pledge and donation checks,  so I did a weekly 

note in our Weekly Post.  If you mailed any amount, then 

soon after I noted at least your amount being 

received.  Is there a better system, for the next time 

that we have an emergency?? 

    For our fiscal year which began last July, 25 families gave as their 
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goals the bringing in of $34,165.   As of the middle of October, this FY 

is 27% over, and to date the pledge checks total $15,075 (including the 

full pledges for some who could afford to do so),  which is 44%  of our 

year’s pledge goals.   And in addition, some other families have thus 

far brought in $3,415 of donations towards our expenses.  And also, our 

Generosity Project has received $512 this FY, half of which we will 

forward to two other local charities for which we had voted.   Thanks 

for your help in dollars and even more so for your energy in 

strengthening our spiritual gathering-place. 

 

     Here is another way that we could grow stronger as 

individuals.  Ann Halback has for many years rented our space to lead 

t’ai chi classes.  As we age or deal with life challenges, we sometimes 

lose our physical balance and graceful motion.  Ann was displaced during 

our two restorations, but wants to come back here(!!!) perhaps because 

of our facilities.   Our Board has now arranged for we members to gain 

from these classes, without each member donating Ann’s usual 

$10/person/class.  Her classes have helped me.  She is now recovering 

from getting some new knees.  Specific days and times are not yet set, 

as I write this.   Let me know of interest and questions. (315-782-

6246).   Perhaps you also have friends who don’t seem as limber as they 

once were.             

 

From the Historian’s Files 
Sarah O’Connell 
Okay, this is recent history, but on July 17, Sarah presented a service on haiku and asked people 
to compose and bring a haiku to share.  The participation was fabulous!  If you’re not familiar with 
this Japanese form of poetry, the traditional haiku has a 5-7-5 syllabic structure and usually, but 
not always, involves observations of nature. The final line draws it all together.   I wanted to share 
a few for your reading pleasure: 
 
Seed-filled feeders draw  
Cardinals, goldfinch, blue jays 
Jewels from the sky. 
(Joanne)  
  
Bark bark heart attack 
Dog will bay w/out your help 
Not the nuts you want. 
(Netty, titled “Hey Squirrels!”)  
  
Darts flash thru the air 
Then stop, hold still, hovering. 
Hummingbirds are here. 
(Judy T) 
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From the Mailbag 
 We received the following thank you note from Elise Starkweather-Burke. 

 

 

People News 
 Jim Harter is a rehab patient at Samaritan Keep as of Wednesday, October 19. He has 
dialysis EARLY on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.  He is getting stronger every day and with all 
the therapies he will get, should be able to return home.  Jefferson County Public Health Nursing 
Services will be available for follow-up once he’s discharged from Samaritan Keep.  We (Joanne 
and Jim) have found the staff to be friendly, caring and eager to help.  Jim is on the third floor, 
Room 311-1. 
 
Doug Venable is being treated for esophageal cancer at the Walker Cancer Treatment Center at 
Samaritan Medical Center. He’s managing the treatments well, is not too crazy about the feeding 
tube. 
 
 

Around the Church 
  

 News from the Watertown Urban Mission 

 
It’s time to resume bringing shelf stable food items for donation to the 
Urban Mission!  More people than usual are using their food pantry this 
fall and the Food Bank of Central NY, their regional supplier in Syracuse, 
has had some supply problems, with the result that the Mission hasn't 
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been able to obtain some of the foods they need most.  All donations are appreciated, but they 
especially need canned soups, vegetables, and  beans. They also accept cash donations, which 
they use to purchase food at discount.  Checks can be mailed directly to the Urban Mission, at 247 
Factory St., Watertown NY 13601.   
 
Also, Food Sense will resume in November, and the Urban Mission is looking for volunteers to help 
staff this program.  For $20.50, people who’ve registered in advance, get a box of food worth 
considerably more than $20.50.  The program is expected to begin around the middle of November 
and there will be more information about signing up, etc. as it becomes available.   
 
Separately, Matteson Property Management, LLC is hosting a "Family Winter Gala" to benefit the 
Watertown Urban Mission's emergency housing initiatives. This dance is taking place at the 
Faichney Drive Business Complex, Friday December 10th, 2022 6pm-10pm. Tickets are $25 each 
and available via eventbrite.  

  

 
 
 

Common Read for the Fall 
Don’t forget our common read for the fall: Bloodlands, Europe between 
Hitler and Stalin. written by Dr. Timothy Snyder.  We’ll begin our 
discussion in January. 

-Harriet McMillan 

 

 
 

Fall Road Cleanup 
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On October 15 we once again cleaned up our "Adopt-a-Highway" stretch from the church out to 
Route 12 aka Gifford Street Road or the Burrville Road.    We found the usual assortment of cans, 
bottles, fast food cups, etc., but one thing that was VERY noticeable was the absence of a lot of 
plastic bags since they were banned in New York State in 2020. 
 
Helping out with the cleanup were:  Warren Allen, Robert North, Eleanor Allen, Karen Hall, Amy 
Summerville-Loomis and Sarah O'Connell. We also did some straightening up in preparation for 
our first service since January in the Sanctuary on October 16.  If you ever need someone to 
vacuum your chairs, Warren is the guy! 

-Sarah O’Connell 

 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditionally All Souls puts together a Thanksgiving [or Friendsgiving] Dinner which we share on 
Thanksgiving Day.  Normally, it's a potluck affair with the church funding a main turkey and 
everybody else bringing the many traditional (and sometimes not so traditional) side dishes.   Many 
members prefer to spend the holiday with family, others bring their families to the church.  People 
start bringing stutf in and setting up in late morning, we decorate the tables, have a reading and 
chalice lighting, and dig in about 2.  A couple of hours later, we clean up.  
 
So, the Membership and Activities committee would like to organize the Thanksgiving Dinner this 
year.  From now until November 24th there will be a sign up clipboard passed around at Social 
Hour and posted on the bulletin board.  You can also email the office 
(allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com).  We're looking for this following information: 
 

 
Are you coming?  
How many people are you bringing?  
What dish do you plan to bring? 
Will you come early to help set up? 
Will  you stay late to help clean up? 
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Thanks Janine, Amy and Robert 
 Janine LaClaire and Amy Summevrille-Loomis cleaned up the 
planters at the church entrance recently. Amy’s philosophy was that if we 
are going to back in our sanctuary, the entrance needs to look good. 
 Robert South cut back the peonies in the front of the church. 

 
 

Buildings and Grounds 

 
Thanks to Rebecca Carr for her diligent work on behalf of our building.  The above pictures show 
some of the places that need to be repaired.  According to Rebecca, “ It is the roof, clerestory 
windows and siding that are in poor shape. One good professional contractor can handle these. It's 
all cladding.” She welcomes names of contractors. 
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Every Month at All Souls 
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) 

meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at the church.  Gathering and chatting begins at 6:30, the meeting 
begins at 7 PM. 
 

 

And Every Week at All Souls 
 The basket for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry are always available for 
your donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are 
delivered.  She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean. 
 We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours. 

As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the 
altar decorations. 

 

Generosity Project 
 Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.  
It works as follows:  the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the 
organizations.  At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one 
half, divide the remainder in half and send those monies  to the chosen organizations.   

  

Community 
 

Emmanuel UCC Church,119 S. Hamilton is hosting a lasagna dinner, November 8. It will 

begin at 4:30, end  at 7:30 or whenever the food is gone. 
 
ALL PROCEEDS TO GO TOWARDS FOOD COSTS FOR FREE CODE BLUE DINNERS FOR 
COMMUNITY 
 
Cost $10.00/per order eat in OR $10.50 carry-out .Customers can drive-up & the church  will bring 
out to your car! 
 

Menu 
Homemade Lasagna 
Tossed Salad 
Roll/Butter 
Dessert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10 

 

Board meetings are held the fourth 
Friday at 9:30 AM by Zoom. 
Meetings are open to all members 
of the congregation. 

Letter to Aunt Harriet from Nancy Weislogal, from the UCC Church in Ithaca 
The following came to me [Harriet McMillan] via email, looking for our help. 
 
I know that you’ve been interested in our efforts 
related to Sanctuary, and I’ve been approached 
with an inquiry related to Jefferson County. 
Cornell has a Farmworker program that helps 
under-documented farmworkers in NYS. Mary Jo 
Dudley is the director of that program. She has 
reached to Kristen Brennan (co-lead of our 
Sanctuary Team) to see if anyone in Jefferson 
County would be interested in learning more 
about becoming a legal guardian for a farmworker 
who is seeking Special Immigrant Juvenile 
classification (SIJ) which would be a pathway for 
legalization. See email thread below. The 
individual is not needing housing, just a legal 
sponsor. 
  
I don’t have details about the individual in 
question, but they must reside in Jefferson 
County. Based on the information below, would 
you be willing to take this request for legal 

guardianship to your congregation to see if 
anyone would be willing to learn more and 
potentially offer to be a legal guardian for this 
case? I can share that the young woman whom 
we helped over the last 2 years was in a similar 
situation and one of our church members became 
her legal guardian. Her SIJ case was successfully 
resolved and she now has her green card 
(hooray!) and is living and working in Ithaca with 
her young daughter. These cases can have very 
positive outcomes. 
  
SIJ website: https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-
US/eb4/SIJ 
  
Thank you for anything you can do to introduce 
this idea to your church community. I am happy to 
introduce anyone who wants to learn more to 
Mary Jo Dudley at the Cornell Farmworker 
Program. 

  

 
 
 
All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees   Staff 
President: Heather Winn       Office: Volunteer Robert South 
Vice President: Amy Summerville-Loomis      
Secretary: Sarah O’Connell      Music: Toni Zygadlo 
Treasurer: Eleanor Allen eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com  Childcare: Kim Davis 
Trustee:    Rebecca Carr rebeccac.asuuc@gmail.com     
Trustee:   Shannon Starkweather-Burke      
Trustee:   Catherine Burns catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com       
Trustee:   Janine LaClair   
Trustee: Joanne Harter 
        
 . 
        
  
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor, Harriet McMillan, harrietm@allsoulsuu.org 
Office Hours: Mon 9-11, Wed 11-1, Fri 1-3 

Phone (315) 788-2742 
E-mail:  allsoulsuuchurch@gmail 

 Website: http://www.allsoulsuu.org 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN THE 15TH OF THE MONTH.  
 ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 

 
 

 

https://cals.cornell.edu/global-development/our-work/our-initiatives/cornell-farmworker-program
https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-US/eb4/SIJ
https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-US/eb4/SIJ
mailto:eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com
http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
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Our Sparkling Clean Church Courtesy of Rags to Rachel 
 

The church contracted with Rags to Rachel for a deep clean, which was accomplished October 28, 
29.  Thanks to Rebecca Carr for the following photographs. 
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We affirm and promote the inherent 
worth and dignity of every person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Principles 

Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

• The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

• Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

• Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

• A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

• The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations 
and in society at large; 

• The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

Our Mission 

• The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment in which 

personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free to explore our 

individual beliefs and search for meaning. 

• We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community where all 

people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness. 

• We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each other and 

our actions in the local and global community. 

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in agreement 

with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community.  Just sign our membership 

book in the presence of two board members.   


