Save the date: Sunday , June 13, 2022, for All Souls UU Church annual meeting, at 11 AM. Check the Weekly
Post for the Zoom connection.
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M.
“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you”
The Soul Matters theme for the June Sunday services is “Celebrating Blessings”.
This theme is wonderfully introduced in this poem by Rev. Dr. Rebekah Savage:
Rejoice! Rejoice with full hearts beloved people of blessings! Rejoice!
May this time of worship celebrate what we know at our core:
Blessing are real, and ours to claim and radiate.
Blessings are abundant, and ours to revel in and pass along.
Blessings are transformational, and ours to be challenged by
as we grow towards the faith we know we can be. Rejoice!
June 5--Frances Mercer: “Counting, Sharing, and Bestowing Blessings.” We are often
urged to “count our blessings” but what is a blessing is not always clear. From whom, where or
how blessings come our way is often just as unclear—are they received by grace, asked for, or
bestowed on. Are we often both the giver and receiver of blessings? Are blessings always
spiritual? Is a blessing something good just slightly less than a miracle?
This will be a Zoom service.
June 12--Frances Mercer: “Blessing of the Flowers: Celebrating Ourselves as a
Community.” This is a short service, only 30 minutes, followed by the Annual Meeting of the
Congregation at 11 a.m. Each year’s Flower Ceremony is an opportunity to celebrate the All
Souls congregation as a Unitarian Universalist community blessed with individuals as unique,
diverse, and beautiful as the flowers in our homes, yards, gardens, roadsides, fields, and
parks. Since this will be a Zoom service, each participant is asked to have a flower or plant to
share on screen. Normally we would put these flowers/plants together to create a wonderful
community bouquet, reminding us of the many blessings we give to and receive from each
other. Both the Sunday service and the Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be Zoom.
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June 19—Frances Mercer: “Stories of Everyday Blessings — Big and Small.” We will hear a
number of stories about blessings. Participants will also be invited to share their stories about
blessings they have experienced in their everyday lives. This will be an in-person service
conducted outside in a tent. Appropriate pandemic guidelines will be followed. June 19th is
Father’s Day. In the afternoon there will be a Ceremony of Life service for Walker Heap.
June 26--Joanne Harter: “Blessing of the Animals “ This service has become a tradition. It will
be conducted outside around the Peace Pole. Participants are invited to bring pets that they wish
to be blessed. If bringing your pet is not best, you can bring a picture (some had pictures on their
phones) or some other symbol (stuffed animal/favorite toy) for the animal. There will also be cards
you can write the pet’s name on. The service is to honor all animals, not just our pets, for their
contributions and importance to the world. Following the service, please stay for the Annual
Potluck Picnic Gathering to enjoy the blessing of “breaking bread” together. Bring a dish to
share and seating. Many of us are eager to talk with each other and remember the delicious food
brought to the social hours before the pandemic. Paper plates, bowls, cups, napkins, plastic ware,
bottled water will be provided. The picnic tables will be available. If you have questions or want to
help set up or clean up, please contact Frances Mercer at 317-788-4508 or
mercersarahfrances96@gmail.com The Sunday Service and Potluck Picnic will be in-person
outside. Appropriate pandemic guidelines will be followed.
Plans for the summer services, along with the visit from our Transition
Consultant, are going forward. Keep your eyes peeled for this information.

From the President’s Desk
Heather Winn
I hope that everyone has been enjoying this lovely weather we
been having. I, for one, am so happy that it has finally gotten
warmer.

have

The last couple of years has thrown a lot of upheavals at us. We
have
navigated our way through a pandemic, learning to use Zoom, 2
floods, welcoming a new minister, and then having to say goodbye to them. With all of the
changes that we have faced already it is a great time to begin our journey to discover
where we see ourselves in this new normal that we have created. We will spend some time
asking ourselves who is All Souls, where would we like to see All Souls go in the future,
and how do we make that happen. The transitions team has done a wonderful job at finding
a consultant minister. I think that Reverend Hurt will be a wonderful guide as we try to
answer these questions. I am so looking forward to seeing where this exploration takes us!
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From the Historian’s Files
.Sarah O’Connell
In June we usually end the church year with Joanne Harter leading the Peace Pole
service and the Blessing of the Animals. The Blessing of the Animals segment
actually began here at All Souls 10 years ago, in 2012. The blurb for the service on
June 24, 2012 read: “We have many animal lovers in our congregation, so let’s honor
those bonds by a special ceremony during our final service of the “official” church
year. Small, caged/contained pets and leashed, obedience-trained dogs may take
part in the service. Those who would find it hard to restrain their natural enthusiasm
will be accommodated after the service, or may be represented by a photograph,
figurine or “stuffed” animal. This service was suggested by Wondering Center
students, who were having a lesson on our animal companions earlier this spring.”

Last Chance
to See (1990)
is a non-fiction
book written
by Douglas
Adams and
co-written
by Mark
Carwardine. It
describes the
pair's journeys
around the
world in
search of
critically
endangered
species for
a BBC radio
series.
I thought it
was timely
because the
point was, that
the All Souls
congregation
IS the church,
not the
building itself
(since we can't
be in there at
least
temporarily not thinking
about the
future if we
sell it or not)
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Transition Team Update
Harriet McMillan
Our transition consultant, Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt, will be visiting us, in person, in July, date
to be confirmed. She’ll use the opportunity to meet with people. This will be an opportunity to
express your concerns about the future of All Souls.
We had hoped to bring her here in May, but because of the spike in covid cases in the north
country, we changed the contact to a video meeting. She did meet with the board and transition
team, and presented a service on that weekend. The service was seamless. It was obvious that
she had taken care to become familiar with our services, in order to make it fit with our usual style.

People News
Dr. Walker Heap II’s family invites all All Soulers to a ceremony of his life on June 19th in the
afternoon on the lawn at the church.
The Greico sisters, (including our musician, Toni) will present two concerts this summer.
 The first is Wednesday, July 27, at the Pavilion behind the fire station in Adams, at
6:30.
 The second is Thursday, July 28, outdoors, at Trinity Episcopal Church on Sherman
St. at 6:30. It, too, will be outside. For this one you may want to bring your own chair

Around the Church
Spring 2022 Road Cleanup
Our awesome Adopt a Highway crew on May 21 included
Sarah, Paula, Joanne, Robert and Doug. There wasn't
much to pick up this year! We women agreed that we need

to get younger
folks involved in
the future, lol.
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Building Repairs
Thanks to Rebecca Carr and Till Fritzsching for the
following photographs showing repairs progress.
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A Walk Around the Grounds Thanks to Catherine Burns
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Catherine
Burns
captured the
garden outside
the Informal
Lounge, as
spring arrives.
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Annual Report
Normally, the annual report is printed and hard copies are passed out to those attending worship
on the last Sunday prior to the annual meeting, and printed copies are also available to those
attending the meeting. Since COVID has been keeping us from meeting in person, these reports
have been mailed out. This year we are again meeting virtually, but instead of mailing out
physical copies of the annual report, let's just have physical copies available on
demand. Everyone who wants a physical printed copy of the annual report can have one: all you
have to do is email the office and request it. They simply won't be sent out by default to everyone
unless requested. So if you want one mailed to you, reply to
allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com. Otherwise you will just get a pdf emailed.
-Robert South

Every Month at All Souls
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans)
Will resume meeting after our building is reopened.

And Every Week at All Souls
The basket for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry are always available for
your donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are
delivered. She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean.
We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours.
As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the
altar decorations.

Generosity Project
Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.
It works as follows: the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the
organizations. At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one
half, divide the remainder in half and send those monies to the chosen organizations. This year
we chose Hospice and Planned Parenthood. Each organization receives 1/4 of the uncommitted
funds for the year.

Find Us
https://www.youtube.com/c/ASUUCWatertown
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/allsoulsuuwatertown/
315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org
www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
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Unitarian Universalist Association
From the UUA President: We all deserve to live in our communities without
fear.
By Susan Frederick-Gray
May 25, 2022
Below is a statement from Rev. Dr. Susan Frederick-Gray, President of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA),
regarding the massacre of 19 children and two teachers in Uvalde, Texas.
My heart aches for the children, teachers, school staff, families, first responders, and community in
Uvalde, Texas. I am lifting up the families who lost loved ones and their community, who will live with
the legacy of yesterday’s violence forever in their hearts. The horrific toll of this loss of grade school children is
truly beyond words. It doesn’t have to be this way.
While we are still learning about the victims, community, and the young man who perpetrated this horrifying act, we
are aware of one, incontrovertible fact – once again, innocent individuals lost their lives to the scourge of gun
violence. We have not even had time to process the grief of the atrocity rooted in racism in Buffalo, the church
shooting in California, and now we have the grief of the mass murder of children and teachers in Uvalde.
Today also marks the second anniversary of the brutal murder of George Floyd by Minneapolis police. I don’t think
there are sufficient words to express all the many layers of devastating grief and anger that are present and legitimate
for this day as we continue to absorb and understand all of these events. I repeat – it doesn’t have to be this way.
Unitarian Universalists have a long history of supporting common sense gun safety measures that would make all
communities safer. In 1991, we passed a General Resolution that recognized that “safe coexistence within society
requires reasonable compromise with the concept of absolute personal liberty.” This followed a 1972 General
Resolution that advocated for reasonable gun legislation measures.
We are currently experiencing higher rates of gun violence in schools than we were prior to the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic. According to the Washington Post, the massacre in Uvalde was “one of at least 24 acts of gun violence
committed on K-12 campuses during regular hours in 2022... Those shootings have left at least 28 people dead—
making this year already the third-worst since 1999.”
So while we pray for the victims and their families and provide support and comfort to their community, we must also
demand action to pass reasonable gun safety regulations. We cannot tolerate and accept living under these conditions
of mass violence anymore. We must not accept these violations of places of community gathering and safety - places
like grocery stores, religious communities, and schools.
Inaction from our leaders is unacceptable. And–we the people–must use everything within our
toolboxes to demand action, from electing leaders who will act to running for office ourselves, in order to make
our communities free of violence and hate. We must invest in equity and human thriving instead. We all deserve to
live in our communities without fear.
It does not have to be this way. Let us grieve with these families, hold them in care—and show up in solidarity with
them. Unitarian Universalists hold sacred the inherent worth of every human being and every child, and we must
uphold this value in all aspects of public life. We must, at last, turn this kind of terrible tragedy into action.
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All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees

Staff

President: Heather Winn
Vice President: Robert South
Roberts.asuuc@gmail.com
Secretary: Pat Sutherland
Treasurer: Eleanor Allen
eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com
Trustee: Rebecca Carr
rebeccac.asuuc@gmail.com
Trustee: Shannon Starkweather-Burke
Trustee: Catherine Burns
catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com
Trustee: Joanne Harter

Office Administrator: Volunteers
Custodian: John Crupi
Music: Toni Zygadlo
Childcare:
Religious Education: Frances Mercer

.

Board meetings are held the third
Thursday at 9:30 AM via Zoom.
Contact the office for the link.
Meetings are open to all members
of the congregation.

Newsletter Editor, Harriet McMillan, harrietm@allsoulsuu.org
Office Administrator M, W, F, 10-1
Phone (315) 788-2742
E-mail: allsoulsuuchurch@gmail
Website: http://www.allsoulsuu.org
TH
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN THE 15 OF THE MONTH.
ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE.
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All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church
1330 Gotham St.
Watertown, NY 13601
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

We affirm and promote the inherent
worth and dignity of every person.

Our Principles
Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote:
 The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
 Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;
 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;
 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations
and in society at large;
 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
Our Mission
 The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment in which
personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free to explore our
individual beliefs and search for meaning.
 We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community where all
people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness.
 We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each other and
our actions in the local and global community.

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in agreement
with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community. Just sign our membership
book in the presence of two board members.
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