Save the date: Sunday , June 13, 2022, for All Souls UU Church annual meeting, at 11 AM. (heck the Weekly

Post for the Zoom connection.
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M.
AAll 08del shurch that puts its faith
The Soul Matters theme for the June Sunday ser
This theme is wonderfully introduced in this poem by Rev. Dr. Rebekah Savage:

Rejoice! Rejoice with full hearts beloved people of blessings! Rejoice!
May this time of worship celebrate what we know at our core:

Blessing are real, and ours to claim and radiate.

Blessings are abundant, and ours to revel in and pass along.
Blessings are transformational, and ours to be challenged by

as we grow towards the faith we know we can be. Rejoice!

June 5--Frances Mercer: iCounting, Sharing, and Bestowing Blessings. dNe are often
urged to ficount our bl essi al\gayscleds. u-tom whHom,twhere®r a b
how blessings come our way is often just as uncleard are they received by grace, asked for, or
bestowed on. Are we often both the giver and receiver of blessings? Are blessings always

spiritual? Is a blessing something good just slightly less than a miracle?

This will be a Zoom service.

June 12--Frances Mercer: fBlessing of the Flowers: Celebrating Ourselves as a
Community. Orhis is a short service, only 30 minutes, followed by the Annual Meeting of the
Congregationatllam. Each year 6s Fl ower Ceremony i s an o
Souls congregation as a Unitarian Universalist community blessed with individuals as unique,
diverse, and beautiful as the flowers in our homes, yards, gardens, roadsides, fields, and
parks. Since this will be a Zoom service, each participant is asked to have a flower or plant to
share on screen. Normally we would put these flowers/plants together to create a wonderful
community bouquet, reminding us of the many blessings we give to and receive from each
other. Both the Sunday service and the Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be Zoom.

1


http://www.allsoulsuu.org/
mailto:allsoulsuuchurch@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY
http://www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY

June 190 Frances Mercer: fiStories of Everyday Blessings 8 Big and Small. dNe will hear a
number of stories about blessings. Participants will also be invited to share their stories about
blessings they have experienced in their everyday lives. This will be an in-person service
conducted outside in a tent. Appropriate pandemic guidelines will be followed. June 19th is

Fat her dmsthelféesnoon there will be a Ceremony of Life service for Walker Heap.

June 26--Joanne Harter: Bliéssing of the Animals fi This service has become a tradition. It will
be conducted outside around the Peace Pole. Participants are invited to bring pets that they wish
to be blessed. If bringing your pet is not best, you can bring a picture (some had pictures on their
phones) or some other symbol (stuffed animal/favorite toy) for the animal. There will also be cards
you can write t Mhhesepieeisdshomralremimalsnnot just our pets, for their
contributions and importance to the world. Following the service, please stay for the Annual
Potluck Picnic Gatheringt o enj oy the bl essing fingfabishea ki ng
share and seating. Many of us are eager to talk with each other and remember the delicious food
brought to the social hours before the pandemic. Paper plates, bowls, cups, napkins, plastic ware,
bottled water will be provided. The picnic tables will be available. If you have questions or want to
help set up or clean up, please contact Frances Mercer at 317-788-4508 or
mercersarahfrances96@gmail.com The Sunday Service and Potluck Picnic will be in-person
outside. Appropriate pandemic guidelines will be followed.

Plans for the summer services, along with the visit from our Transition

Consultant, are going forward. K eep your eyes peeled for this information.

From the Presidentods Desk

Heather Winn

| hope that everyone has been enjoying this lovely weather we
been having. I, for one, am so happy that it has finally gotten
warmer.

The last couple of years has thrown a lot of upheavals at us. We have

navigated our way through a pandemic, learning to use Zoom, 2 il

floods, welcoming a new minister, and then having to say goodbye to them. With all of the
changes that we have faced already it is a great time to begin our journey to discover
where we see ourselves in this new normal that we have created. We will spend some time
asking ourselves who is All Souls, where would we like to see All Souls go in the future,
and how do we make that happen. The transitions team has done a wonderful job at finding
a consultant minister. | think that Reverend Hurt will be a wonderful guide as we try to
answer these questions. | am so looking forward to seeing where this exploration takes us!
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In June we usually end the church year with Joanne Harter leading the Peace Pole
service and the Blessing of the Animals. The Blessing of the Animals segment
actually began here at All Souls 10 years ago, in 2012. The blurb for the service on

(0]

June 24, 2012read: A We have marmnwyraniimaloulro congregat
those bonds by a special ceremony during
year. Small, caged/contained pets and leashed, obedience-trained dogs may take
part in the service. Those who would find it hard to restrain their natural enthusiasm
will be accommodated after the service, or may be represented by a photograph,
figurine or (iThi$ servide evak suggested byaMondering Center
students, who were having a lesson on our animal companionsear | i er t hi s spring.
“1 remembered once, in Japan, having Last Chance
been to see the Gold Pavilion Temple in : to See (1990)
Kyoto and being mildly surprised at : is a non-fiction
quite how well it had weathered the - book written
passage of time since it was first built : by Douglas
in the fourteenth century. I was told it Adams and
hadn’t weathered well at all, and had in : co-written
: fact been burntg the ground twice in : by Mark
- - “ s : » 2 2 2 >»n :
Has century. ot i tihe onmingl butidings ool oo < Carwardine. It
: asked my Japanese guide. " describes the
: “But yes, of course it is,” he insisted, rather surprised " air's iournevs
I at my question. - Zro nf:l the y
I “But it’s burnt down?” : unc
: “Yes.” " world in
T “Twvice” i search of
! “Many times."” i critically
: “And rebuilt.” " endangered
: “Of course. It is an important and historic building.” % species for
¢ “With completely new materials.™ a BBC radio
¢ “But of course. It was burnt down.” : series.
5, “So how can it be the same building?” :
S > Sy az < :
: It is always the same building. : | thought it
: I had to admit to myself that this was in fact a : was timely
¢ perfectly rational point of view, it merely started from : because the
: an unexpected premise. The idea of the building, the it that
: intention of it, its design, are all immutable and are : point was, tha
: the essence of the building. The intention of the : the All Souls
: original builders is what survives. The wood of which : congregation
: the design is constructed decays and is replaced when : IS the church,
! necessary. To be overly concerned with the original : not the
¢ materials, which are merely sentimental souvenirs of building itself
: the past, is to fail to see the living building itself.” : (since we can't
o - O~ e S be in there at
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Transition Team Update

Harriet McMillan

Our transition consultant, Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt, will be visiting us, in person, in July, date
to be confirmed. Shedl use the opportunity to meet with people. This will be an opportunity to
express your concerns about the future of All Souls.

We had hoped to bring her here in May, but because of the spike in covid cases in the north
country, we changed the contact to a video meeting. She did meet with the board and transition
team, and presented a service on that weekend. The service was seamless. It was obvious that
she had taken care to become familiar with our services, in order to make it fit with our usual style.

People News

Dr. Walker Heap 1I& family invites all All Soulers to a ceremony of his life on June 19™ in the
afternoon on the lawn at the church.

The Greico sisters, (including our musician, Toni) will present two concerts this summer.
1 The first is Wednesday, July 27, at the Pavilion behind the fire station in Adams, at
6:30.
1 The second is Thursday, July 28, outdoors, at Trinity Episcopal Church on Sherman
St. at 6:30. It, too, will be outside. For this one you may want to bring your own chair

Around the Church

Spring 2022 Road Cleanup

Our awesome Adopt a Highway crew on May 21 included
Sarah, Paula, Joanne, Robert and Doug. There wasn't
much to pick up this year! We women agreed that we need

to get younger
folks involved in
the future, lol.




Building Repairs
Thanks to Rebecca Carr and Till Fritzsching for the
following photographs showing repairs progress.




A Walk Around the Grounds Thanks to Catherine Burns
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Catherine
Burns
captured the
garden outside
the Informal
Lounge, as
spring arrives.



