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SUNDAY SERVICES AT 10:30 A.M.
“All Souls—the church that puts its faith in you”
The worship committee is working on presenting creative services this summer.
• We’ll continue with the theme of “Blessings” in the service on July 10th, and also
have a report about the UUA General Assembly that will have just ended on June
26th.
• Other plans include a service about fair- trade chocolate complete with a chocolate
tasting,
• and the promised (but twice delayed) in person visit by Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt, both in
August.
Our summer services tend to be more informal than the winter services. It’s a unique
opportunity for anyone who would like to lead a service, but has never done so before, to give it a
try with help from the worship committee. If interested, please let Eleanor (wezallen11@gmail.com)
know.
Please check the weekly post for more information as it becomes available. There will be no
service on the first Sunday in July (July 3rd) or the first Sunday in September (Sept 4th). Our fall
program will begin with the traditional Water and Rock Ingathering Service on September 11th.

From the President’s Desk
Heather Winn
June marks the end of our fiscal year and as we are working to wrap everything up for the year, I
am looking forward to working with the board in the upcoming year. I would like to welcome the
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new members of the board. I would also like to thank the members who are
stepping away from the board. I am so grateful for all of you!
In my life June is always a busy month full of changes. Kids are finishing up
their school year and preparing for summer vacation and moving up to the
next grade, summer begins and the weather gets better (mostly … this is
NNY after all), farmer’s market is in full swing, and the flowers are in bloom.
This seems to fit right in with what is going on with the church. All Souls
begins a new fiscal year and new board members on top of all of the other changes that are
happening in our church. Changes can be daunting and make life chaotic at times but they can
also bring beauty and joy. I will take this opportunity to remind you all that our church is also in a
time of transition. All Souls is a bit chaotic at the moment with the construction and so many things
up in the air. We all need to continue to think about the beauty and joy that we would like to see
when the chaos fades and we get to see what the universe has in store for our next chapter.

From the Historian’s Files
Sarah O’Connell
I jumped in the Wayback machine for a look at what was going on at ASUU ten years ago. We
were just getting ready to apply new siding, apparently. And also, Harriet reported on an exciting
event as National Grid had asked to use our parking lot as a staging area for some helicopteraided repairs to their power lines out back!
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Transitions Team
We are working toward bringing Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt to meet with us the weekend of August
12-14. We’ll fly her to Watertown for a series of meetings with the board, individual board
members, and church members.
Harriet McMillan will be hosting a brunch at her cottage on Lake Ontario on Saturday,
August 13. It will be an informal opportunity to meet Rev. Dr. Hurt and talk with her about All Souls.
As in the past, Harriet welcomes your contributions to the brunch.
We on the transition team have found her to be very aware of problems of smaller churches,
with a very open mind about All Souls.

Women of All Souls, Save the Date! August 13 for Brunch on the
Lake starting at 10 AM!
-Harriet McMillan

People News
Scenes from Dr. Walker Heap’s Celebration of Life Service
On Father’s Day, June 19, Under the Big Top

.
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The first two photos show the military
honors during the service. The next two
feature Rev. David Blanchard, who
conducted the service.
The remainder show some of the guests.
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Bon Voyage Veronica
Veronica Hartman has finished her job at Fort Drum and has moved back to
Maine where she has a home.
June Events
In June there were several opportunities to get together in person. Many of us participated, and
others did not. On June 19th Frances led a worship service about “Stories of Everyday
Blessings — Big and Small”. This was a standard, traditional worship service with all the
components. There was even live music with Toni Zygadlo there to play the electric piano for us.
This was all made possible by piggybacking on the tent being used that afternoon for the wonderful
Celebration of Life for Walker Heap. Many members of the church also attended that event.

Those of us who didn’t really know Walker learned more about who he had been, and just the
feeling of being with a family who came together around a member was, as always, fulfilling in a
way. It reminds us of how meaningful people can be and make us more vigilant for depths we
usually skim over.
And on June 26th, Joanne led an in person blessing of the animals. We held it on the patio in order
to stay out of the sun.

Many members were there, as well as many lovely animals.
The service was pretty short, because we needed to get on to the potluck. It was all delicious.
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These are the things we’ve always done, just except they were outdoors
-Robert South

Unirondack Here We Come

In keeping with our policy of not
naming our children, no names are
given. Just look at their faces to see
how excited they are!

Around the Church
Did You Know?
Now that the new church year is about to begin, we need to think about appointments for
church positions: registrar, collector and Memorial Garden. [Note from Harriet McMillan, a past
president. I am not aware that we have ever honored this responsibility as a board, and yet we
should.] The board can appoint these three positions. Sarah O’Connell, historian, has the
background history of our garden, but she does not think she is a gardener. She is willing to serve
on the committee.
We were very fortunate to have both Anita Lee and Veronica Hartman, along with Catherine
Burns, willing to work in the garden. However, both Anita and Veronica have moved, leaving
Catherine by herself to work in the garden. She needs and wants help. Are you willing to help?
Contact Heather Winn.

Building Progress
Repairs are moving us forward to be able to use the building. Because the building was not
available for the Heap service, All Souls rented a tent (reimbursed by the insurance company) to
make the service possible on or grounds.
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Every Month at All Souls
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans)
CUUPS will resume when our building is open again.

And Every Week at All Souls
The basket for your donations to the Urban Mission Food Pantry are always available for
your donations. Also, Joanne Harter collects the orange bags in which our newspapers are
delivered. She then delivers them to the SPCA to be used to keep the grounds clean.
We serve fair trade coffee during our pot luck coffee hours.
As always, Joanne Harter, our CDO (Chief Decorating Officer) appreciates help with the
altar decorations.

Generosity Project
Every year we choose two organizations to share half of our uncommitted plate collections.
It works as follows: the collector tracks the uncommitted funds, and the congregation selects the
organizations. At the end of the church year, we divide the uncommitted funds in half, retain one
half, divide the remainder in half and send those monies to the chosen organizations

Find Us
https://www.youtube.com/c/ASUUCWatertown
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/allsoulsuuwatertown/
315-788-2742 www.allsoulsuu.org
www.facebook.com/AllSoulsUUWatertownNY

Unitarian Universalist Association
From the UUA President: UUs Remain Committed to Reproductive Justice
The Dobbs vs. Jackson Women’s
Health decision does not alter Unitarian
Universalists' commitment to Reproductive
Justice.
The overwhelming majority of Unitarian
Universalists (UUs) support keeping abortion
legal in all or most cases. This is rooted in
our Principles and our core religious beliefs
that affirm gender equity. It also reflects a
moral commitment to the idea that
reproductive care is healthcare and is
essential to the well-being of individuals and
families.

Boston, Mass. (June 24, 2022) – The
Supreme Court of the United States
(SCOTUS) issued its decision in the Dobbs v.
Jackson’s Women Health Organization case,
which overturns Roe v. Wade, upending
nearly 50 years of access to abortion. Below
is a statement from Rev. Dr. Susan FrederickGray, President of the Unitarian Universalist
Association (UUA), regarding this decision:
This decision manifests the worst fears of
those of us who have been working for
decades to protect and affirm reproductive
rights.
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This anti-choice decision by the Supreme
Court infringes on our deeply held religious
beliefs. Access to abortion and the right to
choose is an issue of gender equality, bodily
autonomy, and religious liberty, all of which
are long held Unitarian Universalist religious
teachings.

history of collaborating in this movement and
advocating for safe, legal, accessible abortion
care.
The Dobbs vs. Jackson Women’s
Health decision does not alter Unitarian
Universalists' commitment to Reproductive
Justice.

As I said when the draft decision was leaked
in May, I fear this decision will justify efforts to
further limit the rights of women, pregnant
people, and other vulnerable people and
communities. Curtailing reproductive rights
will be felt most by people of color, young
people, poor and working-class people, and
those living in rural areas. The rights of
people in more vulnerable communities will
only become more limited and diminish
healthcare equity. Too many people are
already deprived of ready access to
comprehensive and equitable reproductive
healthcare, including abortion access.

Comprehensive reproductive care, including
access to abortion, is essential to the health
and well-being of individuals and families.
The decision to limit this basic human right
means that this fight will shift to state
legislatures across the country. Guided by our
moral values, we are prepared to be a part of
that ongoing struggle and continue to show
up for Reproductive Justice in all aspects of
public life.
Our faith calls us to advocate on behalf of all
those who need ready access to safe, legal
abortion care whenever and wherever they
need it. We will not rest until that reality is true
across the country. I urge lawmakers, elected
officials, and leaders in public life across the
country to take action for gender and
healthcare equity for all.

Unitarian Universalists are committed to
Reproductive Justice, a framework created by
Black women in the 1980s and 1990s, which
affirms the human right to have children, not
to have children, to parent the children one
has in healthy environments, to safeguard
bodily autonomy, and to express one's
sexuality freely. The UU faith has a long

All Souls UU Church Board of Trustees

Staff

President: Heather Winn
Vice President: Amy Summerville Loomis
Secretary: Sarah O’Connell
Treasurer: Eleanor Allen
eleanora.asuuc@gmail.com
Trustee: Janine LaClair
Trustee: Shannon Starkweather-Burke
Trustee: Catherine Burns
catherineb.asuuc@gmail.com
Trustee: Joanne Harter

Office Administrator: Volunteers
Custodian: John Crupi
Music: Toni Zygadlo
Childcare:
Religious Education: Frances Mercer

Newsletter Editor, Harriet McMillan,

Board meetings are held the fourth
Friday at 9:30 AM via Zoom.
Contact the office for the link.
Meetings are open to all members
of the congregation.

harrietm@allsoulsuu.org
1http://www.allsoulsuu.org
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER NO LATER THAN THE 15 TH OF THE MONTH.
ITEMS ARE APPRECIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

We affirm and promote the inherent
worth and dignity of every person.

Our Principles
Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote:
• The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
• Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;
• Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;
• A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
• The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations
and in society at large;
• The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
Our Mission
• The mission of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church is to create an environment in which
personal and spiritual growth is encouraged; and where each of us is free to explore our
individual beliefs and search for meaning.
• We strive to be a warm, supportive, nurturing and inclusive religious community where all
people are respected and honored because of their uniqueness.
• We promote acceptance, diversity and social justice through our dealings with each other and
our actions in the local and global community.

Visitors are welcome! If, as a visitor to our church community, you find yourself in agreement
with Our Principles, please consider joining our church community. Just sign our membership
book in the presence of two board members.
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